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For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1962 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AND 
OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

SOUTHBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
DECEMBER  31,  1962 
THE  SOUTHBRIDGE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
1962  -  1963 

Francis  Bousquet,  14  Meadowbrook  Road,  Chairman  1963 


Raymond  Brodeur,  99  Elm  Street,  Vice-Chairman    1963 

Lorenzo  Beaupre,  131  Central  Street    1963 

Albert  Langevin,  256  Hamilton  Street    1964 

Dr.  Ralph  R.  Racicot,  192  Chapin  Street    1964 

Albert  Bishop,  8  Meadowbrook  Road    1965 

John  Rossi,  18  Lyons  Street    1965 


MEETINGS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  are  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
building. 

There  are  no  regular  meetings  in  July  and  August. 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Robert  L.  Fox 

Residence:    46  Columbus  Avenue    Tel.  4-8400 

Office:    Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 

building    Tel.  4-3285 

SECRETARIES 

Margaret  R.  Connolly,  14  South  Street  Tel.  4-6513 

Mrs.  Leona  Lavoie,  62  Glenwood  Street  Tel.  4-6733 

The  Superintendent's  office  is  open  from  Monday  through 
Friday,  from  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M. 

SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  William  Langevin,  24  Everett  Street   Tel.  4-7358 

Dr.  Adah  B.  Eccleston,  62  Elm  Street  Tel.  4-8141 
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SCHOOL  NURSES 

Mrs.  Pauline  Boucher,  405  Charlton  Street  Tel.  4-7772 

Mrs.  Virginia  Page,  145  Central  Street  Tel.  4-3739 
Mrs.  Lottie  LeBlanc,  Resigned — June. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

Winter  term,  seven  weeks  January  2  -  February  15 

Spring  term,  seven  weeks  February  25  -  April  11 

Summer  term,  nine  weeks  April  22  -  June  26 

Fall  term,  sixteen  weeks  September  4  -  December  20 

NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS 

During  the  School  Year  1962  -  1963  whenever  weather  con- 
ditions are  such  that  school  authorities  decide  to  cancel  sessions 
for  the  elementary  and  junior  high  school  students  for  the  day, 
there  will  be  two  sets  of  eight  blasts  of  the  fire  siren  at  6:45  A.M. 

Senior  high  school  students  will  be  expected  to  attend  on 
all  regular  school  days  excepting  when  the  weather  makes  travel 
impossible.  In  this  case  there  will  be  three  sets  of  blasts  of  the 
fire  siren  instead  of  two. 

When  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  decision  regarding  closing, 
schools  will  be  closed  for  the  entire  day. 

RADIO  ANNOUNCEMENTS  FOR  NO  SCHOOL 

WESO  6:30  A.M.  6:45  A.M.  7:00  A.M. 

WTAG  7:00  A.M.  7:28  A.M.  7:45  A.M. 

WAAB  6:35  A.M.  7:15  A.M.  7:30  A.M. 

 ENROLLMENT  OCTOBER  1,  1962  

Gr.       Boys  Girls    Boys  Girls     Boys  Girls     Boys  Girls      Boys  Girls 
 5jJ7  7^-14  14-  16  13  Up  Total 

1  80      68       8       5  88  73 

2  20      14      67      59  87  73 

3  91  99  91  99 

4  96  89  96  89 

5  88  64  1  88  65 

6  83  84  9       6  92  90 

7  77  82  7      15  2  86  97 

8  62  66  35      15  3  100  81 

9  23  29  66      52  2       3       91  84 

10  65      85       8       8       73  93 

11  23      32      35      50       58  82 

12  40  60  40  60 
Trade  79            104  183 

Special  15      15      10  25  15 

Total  100      82    610  592    215    206    194    121    1198  1101 

Total  Southbridge  Public  Schools    2199 

Total  Notre  Dame  School   782 

Total  Sacred  Heart  School  200 

Total  St.  Mary's  School  493 

Grand  Total  (all  pupils  attending  school  in  Southbridge)  3674 
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SCHOOL  PERSONNEL 

The  name,  date  of  appointment,  official  title,  and  degree 
appear  in  that  order. 

Robert  L.  Fox — 1954,  Superintendent  of  Schools  M.Ed. 
Kathrvn  Beauregard — 1922,  Guidance  Counselor  M.A. 
Claire  Birtz— 1937,  Supervisor  of  Art  (Grades  VII-XII) 
Kathleen  Carroll — 1962,  Supervisor  of  High  School  Girls' 

Physical  Education   B.S.Ed. 

Lewis  A.  Kyrios — 1938,  Director  of  Guidance  and 

Placement   D.Ed. 

Donald  Marino — 1958,  Supervisor  of  High  School  Boys' 

Physical  Education   B.A. 

Arnold  Repucci — 1962,  Supervisor  of  High  School  Band  and 

Choral  Music   Mus.M. 

Anthony  Santilli — 1961,  Supervisor  of  Elementary  Physical 

Education   B.S. 

Paul  J.  Sweet — 1950,  Supervisor  of  Elementary  School  Band 

Souihbridge  High  School 

Edward  J.  Desroches — 1949,  Principal    M.Ed. 

Eugene  Remian- — 1959,  Vice-Principal  B.S. 

Nora  B.  Adams — 1947,  Secretary  to  Principal 

Julie  Aucoin— 1962   B.S. 

Rose  Brodeur— 1939   M.A. 

Eva  Casavant— 1933   M.A. 

Constance  Coderre— 1929   B.S. 

Theresa  Coderre— 1962   B.A. 

John  Conlon— 1960   A.B. 

Thecla  Fitzgerald— 1926   M.Ed. 

James  Forkey   A.B. 

Jacqueline  Gauthier — 1960   A.B. 

Mabel  Holmes— 1962   A.B. 

Persis  Howe— 1930   B.S.Ed. 

Joseph  Jordan — 1959   A.B. Math. 

Barbara  Kyrios— 1940   B.S.Ed. 

Florence  Landry— 1962   B.S.Ed. 

Melia  LeBoeuf— 1960    B.S. 

Richard  Leduc— 1962   B.S.Ed. 

Harold  McAuliffe— 1961   A.B. 

William  Nickerson— 1941   B.S. 

Lucille  Thimblin— 1961   M.A. 

Ada  Tieri— 1961    B.S. 

Frances  Troy— 1927   B.S.Ed. 

Roland  Varin— 1961   B.S.Ed. 

Robert  Young— 1959   M.Ed. 

Cole  Trade  High  Division  of  Souihbridge  High  School 

Raymond  L.  W.  Benoit— 1949,  Director  M.Ed. 
Frank  P.  Skinyon — 1934,  Assistant  Director   B.S.Ed. 
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Elsie  A.  Hofstra — 1933,  Secretary  to  Director 


Alice  Nichols— 1960,  Clerk 
Robert  V.  Beals— 1957  M.A. 

Donald  A.  Bernard — 1961   Assoc.  Eng. 

Anthony  J.  Chlapowski— 1956    M.Ed. 


Walter  J.  Glondek— 1938 
David  F.  Knight— 1956 
Lucian  J.  Manchuk — 1956 
Arthur  R.  Metras— 1962 
William  B.  Paul— 1942 
Frank  J.  Polaski— 1962 
Edwin  J.  Waskiewicz — 1952 

Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 


Raoul  R.  Lataille— 1939,  Principal    M.Ed. 

Louise  Beaupre — 1962   B.S. 

John  Bower— 1958    M.Ed. 

Alice  Dion— 1926 

Francis  Flanagan— 1956    B.S. 

Irene  Gough — 1914 

Harold  Kinnear— 1959   B.S.Ed. 

Claire  Kirk— 1949    M.Ed. 

William  Leach— 1962   B.S. 

Edith  Manzi— 1957   B.S. 

Virginia  Maywalt— 1962   B.S. 

Margaret  Monahan — 1960   B.A. 

Joseph  Montigny— 1959   B.S. 

Stanley  Naumnik— 1954   B.S.Ed. 

Bessie  Pantos— 1962   B.S. 

Raymond  Renaud— 1959   B.S.Ed. 

Romeo  Salvadore— 1962    M.Ed. 

Carol  Soldani— 1962  B.A. 
Agnes  Stone — 1957 

Paul  Sturgis— 1962   B.S. 

Celestine  Sweet— 1932   B.A. 

Robert  Windheim— 1959    B.S. 

Donald  Xenos— 1960    B.S.Ed. 

Charlton  Street  School 

Camella  Dintini— 1940,  Principal  M.Ed. 

Agnita  Baker— 1962,  Grade  4   B.A. 

Frances  Dragon — 1960,  Grade  1    B.A. 

Lorene  Fierro— 1954,  Grade  3   B.S.Ed. 

Carroll  Hughes— 1961,  Grade  1    B.S.Ed. 

Joan  Little— 1955,  Grade  5   B.S.Ed. 

Dorothy  Locke — 1943,  Grade  2 

Thomas  Mahoney— 1954,  Grade  5    B.S. 

Candide  Murphy— 1962,  Grade  3   B.S.Ed. 

Dorothy  Robida— 1961,  Grade  2    B.S.Ed. 

Dorothy  Sheriffs— 1945,  Grade  4 
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Easlford  Road  School 

Constance  L'Ecuyer — 1940,  Principal  M.A. 
Laurenda  Boyer — 1927,  Grade  5 

Josette  Dupuis— 1948,  Grade  1   A.B. 

Joan  Hick— 1962,  Grade  3   A.B. 

David  O'Brien— 1962,  Grade  4  B.S. 

Margaret  Polakowski— 1962,  Grade  3    B.S. 

Anita  Sfreddo— 1953,  Grade  2  B.Mus. 
Mary  Skaza— 1949,  Grade  2 

Florida  Tarquinio— 1942,  Grade  4  B.S.Ed. 

Pleasant  Street  School 

Patricia  Callahan — 1939,  Grade  4,  Teaching  Principal  M.Ed. 
Kathleen  Burns— 1956,  Grade  3 

Elizabeth  Rogers— 1962,  Grade  1  B.A. 
Mary  Winston— 1950,  Grade  2 

West  Street  School 

Vincent  J.  Puracchio — 1950,  Principal  M.A. 
Barbara  A.  Gianaris— 1962,  Grade  1  B.S.Ed. 
Helen  R.  Golden— 1948,  Grade  4  A.B. 
Myrtle  B.  Jodrey— 1944,  Grade  5 

Katherine  S.  Karcasinas — 1961,  Grade  3  A.B. 

Martha  H.  Koprowski— 1954,  Grade  2   B.S.Ed. 

Genevieve  R.  Long— 1960,  Grade  5    A.B. 

Madelene  Y.  Proulx — 1954,  Grade  1  M.A. 
Eva  P.  Salviuolo— 1943,  Grade  3  B.S.Ed. 


1962 

Change  of  Teachers 

Appointed 

Julie  M.  Aucoin — September  Southbridge  High  School 

Louise  Beaupre — September  Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Agnita  Baker — September  Charlton  Street  School 

Kathleen  R.  Carroll — September  Southbridge  High  School 
Theresa  J.  Coderre — September  Southbridge  High  School 

James  R.  Forkey — September  Southbridge  High  School 

Barbara  Gianaris — September    West  Street  School 

Joan  L.  Hick — September    Eastford  Road  School 

Mabel  V.  Holmes — September  Southbridge  High  School 

Florence  Landry — September  Southbridge  High  School 

Norman  R.  Leduc — September  Southbridge  High  School 

William  L.  Leach — September 

Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 

Genevieve  Long — September    West  Street  School 

Virginia  A.  Maywalt — September 

Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Candide  Murphy — September  Charlton  Street  School 

David  O'Brien — September    Eastford  Road  School 
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Bessie  N.  Pantos — September 

Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Margaret  E.  Polakowski — September  Eastford  Road  School 
Arthur  R.  Metras — September 

Cole  Trade  High  Division 
Southbridge  High  School 
Arnold  M.  Reppucci — September         Southbridge  High  School 
Elizabeth  W.  Rogers — September  Pleasant  Street  School 

Romeo  P.  Salvadore — September 

Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Carol  A.  Soldani — September 

Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Paul  Sturgis — September  Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Eileen  Sweeney — September  Southbridge  High  School 

Retired 

Harry  J.  McMahon — June    Southbridge  High  School 

Julia  Morrill — June  Eastford  Road  School 

Resigned 

George  F.  Aubin — June  Southbridge  High  School 

Melvin  D.  Baran — June  Southbridge  High  School 

Anita  M.  Bergeron — June  Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Francis  Cassidy — April  Southbridge  High  School 

Donald  E.  Child — June  Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 
Francis  C.  Clark — June        Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School 

Helen  J.  Cragen — June    West  Street  School 

William  G.  Fletcher — June  Southbridge  High  School 

Sidney  C.  Gates — June    Southbridge  High  School 

Leonard  W.  Keyes — June    Southbridge  High  School 

Robert  H.  Cole  Division 

Joan  Macker — June    Special  Class, 

Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Ruth  E.  Mahan — June    Charlton  Street  School 

Carol  Monette — June  Pleasant  Street  School 

Marion  Sanford — June    Southbridge  High  School 

Eileen  Sweeney — November  Southbridge  High  School 
Alice  E.  Toomey — June    Charlton  Street  School 

Custodial  Staff 

Joseph  Brouillard  1954    Head  Custodian 

Telesphore  Beauregard     1957    Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High 

School 

Anatole  Bombardier         1957    Cole  Trade  High  Division  of 

Southbridge  High  School 
Roger  Demers  1961     Southbridge  High  School 

Wilfred  P.  Gauthier         1952    West  Street  School 
Adelard  Lavallee  1952    Southbridge  High  School 

Theophile  Leduc  1943    Charlton  Street  School 

John  Lynch  1962     Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High 

School  and  Pleasant  Street 
School 


9 


Joseph  Moore    1941    Eastford  Road  School 

George  St.  Martin  1953    Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High 

School 

Lucas  Tenczar  1963    Southbridge  High  School 

Dresser  Street  Field 

Maintenance  Staff 

Elzear  Cormier  1960 

George  Materas    1962 

Resigned 

Raoul  Arpin    May    Southbridge  High  School 

Ernest  Knowles    April    Pleasant  Street  School 

George  Materas    Nov.    Dresser  Street  Field 


In  Memoriam 
Dr.  James  M.  Robertson 

The  sudden  death  of  Dr.  Robertson  on  February 
21,  1962  left  a  feeling  of  emptiness  in  the  hearts  of 
many  who  knew  him  and  worked  with  him. 

He  shall  be  remembered  for  his  friendly,  effi- 
cient service  to  Southbridge  and  its  schools  during  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

FOR  1962 

To  the  School  Committee  and  Citizens  of  Southbridge: 

I  hereby  submit  my  ninth  annual  report  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Southbridge  Public  Schools.  This  is  the  seventy-first 
in  a  series  of  such  reports. 

The  annual  school  report  is  accepted  as  an  opportunity  to 
place  before  the  citizens  of  the  community  information  about  the 
educational  system  which  may  not  be  generally  known.  It  is 
the  only  medium  through  which  the  Superintendent  and  his 
staff  may  reach  large  numbers  of  people.  The  following  pages 
have  been  written  with  the  hope  that  some  questions  that  have 
arisen  of  late  may  be  answered  and  that  the  public,  especially 
the  parents,  will  be  better  informed  as  to  the  aims,  plans,  and 
philosophy  of  the  Southbridge  School  System. 

The  basic  philosophy  of  our  schools  is  this:  that  there  be 
available  to  each  child  in  the  system  the  opportunity  to  develop 
his  innate  abilities  and  talents  during  his  stay  in  the  public 
schools  to  the  extent  that  the  facilities  and  staff  can  contribute 
to  his  mental,  physical,  and  moral  growth. 

Enrollment  Trends 

In  1954,  when  work  was  first  started  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration toward  the  addition  of  a  new  high  school  to  our 
school  plant,  it  was  predicted  that  the  total  enrollment  in  the 
Southbridge  Public  Schools  would  reach  2,250  pupils  with 
approximately  750  of  these  on  the  secondary  level,  by  Septem- 
ber of  1962.  The  following  comparisons  of  enrollments  between 
October  1,  1954  and  October  1,  1962  may  be  of  interest: 


1954 

1962 

Grade  1 

198 

161 

Grade  2 

207 

160 

Grade  3 

209 

190 

Grade  4   

145 

185 

Grade  5   

144 

153 

Grade  6   

178 

182 

Grade  7 

  158 

183 

Grade  8 

136 

181 

Secondary  School 

565 

764 

Ungraded 

11 

40 

TOTAL 

1,951 

2,199 

Since  1954  a  new  parochial  school  has  been  built,  and  the 
parochial  school  population  has  increased  from  1,439  to  1,475. 
It  may  be  observed,  too,  that  the  public  elementary  school  en- 
rollment is  now  about  what  it  was  in  1954  and  is  showing  signs 
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of  decreasing.  Attendance  at  the  secondary  level  is  reaching  the 
crest  from  which  it  should  recede  slowly  in  succeeding  years. 
However,  any  great  change  in  anticipated  occupancy  during  the 
next  few  years  will  tax  the  new  building  to  capacity. 

Evaluation 

Surveys  of  the  Southbridge  School  Department  have  been 
made  in  two  areas  of  instruction  during  the  year.  Elementary 
grades  were  visited  by  a  supervisor  from  the  State  Department 
of  Education,  and  a  letter  of  approval  was  received  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  with  special  commendation  for  the 
Advanced  Elementary  Program. 

The  accrediting  agency  of  our  area  as  far  as  college  en- 
trance is  concerned  is  the  New  England  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Secondary  Schools.  A  high  school  in  order  to  obtain  or 
retain  membership  in  this  organization  must  be  evaluated  at 
least  once  every  ten  years  and  must  meet  criteria  designed  to 
measure  the  developmental  capacity  of  the  school.  These 
criteria  are  developed  by  the  New  England  Association,  taking 
into  consideration  modern  educational  philosophy,  techniques, 
equipment,  and  school  plant.  Preparation,  experience,  and  ef- 
ficiency of  the  staff  are  also  part  of  the  survey.  Thus  an  ideal 
school  is  created  on  paper,  and  the  school  being  evaluated  is 
compared  objectively  with  the  ideal. 

In  December  a  group  of  twenty-one  educators,  each  a  spe- 
cialist in  his  own  field,  moved  into  Southbridge  and  visited 
Southbridge  High  School  for  three  full  school  days.  Evenings 
were  spent  in  preparing  reports.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  third 
day  the  final  set  of  reports  was  read  to  the  staff.  The  visitors 
found  the  school  excellent  in  many  phases  of  the  work  and  at 
least  good  in  all  others.  They  praised  the  administration,  the 
staff,  the  equipment,  and  there  were  several  favorable  comments 
on  the  acceptability  of  the  building  as  an  educational  facility. 

There  are  many  recommendations  to  be  considered  in  the 
future.  Among  them  are  these: 

1.  That  a  Director  of  Music  be  named  to  coordinate  and 
articulate  the  music  program  1-12  for  the  realization 
of  a  more  balanced  program. 

2.  That  additional  equipment  be  purchased  for  the  Physi- 
cal Education  Program. 

3.  That  there  be  a  separate  science  library. 

4.  That  the  teaching  duties  of  heads  of  departments  be 
arranged  to  give  more  time  for  supervision  and  co- 
ordination. 

5.  That  the  Library  be  brought  up  to  the  standards  set 
by  the  American  Association  of  School  Libraries  as  soon 
as  possible. 

These  are  but  a  sampling  of  recommendations  made  by  the 
evaluating  committee;  but  they  indicate  that,  although  the  rat- 
ing of  Southbridge  High  School  is  high,  there  is  work  yet  to  be 
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done  in  improving  the  educational  potential  of  our  secondary 
school. 

New  Services 

We  now  have  remedial  assistance,  especially  in  reading  and 
arithmetic,  throughout  the  elementary  and  junior  high  school 
grades.  In  the  three  large  elementary  schools  the  principals,  all 
of  whom  have  had  training  in  this  work,  have  charge  of  the 
program.  At  Pleasant  Street  School  a  teacher  is  available  every 
afternoon.  Teachers  of  classes  of  retarded  pupils  end  their 
regular  classes  at  12:30  P.M.  and  spend  the  rest  of  the  school 
day  with  pupils  from  grades  6,  7,  and  8  who  need  assistance  in 
the  fundamentals. 

There  are  eighteen  non-English  speaking  students  in  the 
school  system.  If  they  were  left  in  regular  classes,  they  would 
receive  very  little  of  the  personal  attention  required  to  give 
them  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  In  addition,  the 
presence  in  some  cases  of  two  or  three  of  these  boys  and  girls 
in  one  classroom  could  not  help  but  impede  the  progress  of  trw 
rest.  Consequently  they  have  been  segregated  mornings  into 
one  group  under  the  direction  of  an  experienced  teacher  who 
has  in  a  comparatively  short  time  reduced  the  language  handi- 
cap of  all  and  has  been  able  to  send  a  few  back  to  regular  classes. 

We  have  known  for  years  that  there  has  been  a  need  for 
speech  therapy  for  many  of  our  pupils:  Lisping,  stammering, 
difficulty  with  certain  specific  sounds,  although  not  common, 
are  handicaps  which  are  prevalent  enough  to  demand  attention. 
Our  problem  has  been  to  find  a  person  trained  to  cope  with  this 
very  special  type  of  difficulty.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Wor- 
cester Hearing  and  Speech  Center  we  have  obtained  a  graduate 
speech  therapist  who  spends  one  day  a  week  in  our  elementary 
schools. 

A  doctor  trained  in  psychology  is  available  to  us  one  day  a 
month  and  assists  our  health  department  with  the  very  import- 
ant problem  of  disturbed  children. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Raymond  Benoit  the  adult 
education  program  has  been  expanded.  The  courses  offered  now* 
include  a  class  for  non-English  speaking  adults  and  a  class  in 
Spanish. 

Looking  Ahead 

A  great  deal  of  progress  has  been  made  in  our  school  sys- 
tem during  the  past  several  years.  We  have  a  modern  high 
school,  increased  guidance  counseling,  heads  of  departments  who 
are  working  continually  to  improve  the  teaching  in  their  particu- 
lar field,  physical  education  which  will  include  a  full  program  at 
the  junior  high  school  level  beginning  next  September,  an  ex- 
panded hot  lunch  program,  and  many  other  advantages  for  the 
students  in  our  schools.  However,  as  with  all  other  human  agen- 
cies and  institutions,  public  education  in  this  rapidly  changing 
world  cannot  stand  still.   That  which  attempts  to  remain  in 


13 


status  quo  becomes  atrophied  and  loses  part  of  the  function 
for  which  it  was  intended. 

We  are  investigating  the  feasibility  of  introducing  modern 
mathematics  throughout  the  school  system  from  grades  1-12. 
Some  of  the  new  material  is  being  used  in  the  eighth  grade  and 
in  the  high  school  but  without  a  complete  foundation  it  is  neces- 
sary to  retain  much  of  the  traditional.  Time  may  come  when 
college  entrance  examinations — and  a  mathematics  test  is  re- 
quired of  all  who  take  these  examinations — may  be  in  terms  of 
the  new  approach.  We  must  be  ready. 

The  teaching  of  French  to  the  Advanced  Elementary  pupils 
has  been  extremely  successful.  Those  of  this  group  who  en- 
tered high  school  in  September  had  studied  French  for  four 
years.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  opportunity  to  study  French 
should  be  extended  to  other  groups  in  the  junior  high  school. 


REPORT  OF  THE 
SOUTHBRIDGE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Edward  J.  Desroches,  Principal 
The  year  1962  marked  the  first  full  year  of  operation  for 
the  Southbridge  High  School.  It  was  a  year  of  encouraging  suc- 
cess but  saddened  by  the  loss  of  our  Principal,  Dr.  James  M. 
Robertson,  who  died  in  February  after  a  brief  illness. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  therefore,  I  am  hereby 
submitting  my  first  annual  report  as  Principal  of  Southbridge 
High  School. 
Graduation 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  public  secondary  educa- 
tion in  Southbridge,  graduation  exercises,  held  at  Dresser  Street 
Field  on  June  15,  1962,  included  both  members  of  the  Academic 
and  Trade  Divisions.  This  can  be  considered  an  important 
manifestation  of  the  spirit  with  which  Southbridge  High  School 
was  constructed  and  accepted  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity; that  is,  a  "merger"  of  both  "schools"  to  the  extent  that 
students  in  each  could  derive  the  greatest  educational  benefits 
from  a  new,  modern,  secondary  school  structure. 

In  all,  one  hundred  twenty-three  members  were  included  in 
the  first  graduating  class  of  Southbridge  High  School:  eighteen 
from  the  Trade  Division  and  one  hundred  five  from  the  Academic 
Division.  As  a  matter  of  record,  the  names  of  the  graduates  are 
included  in  this  report. 

Ronald  Alexander  Bachand       Donald  Bond  Guardiani 
*Ann  Marie  Baker  Leo  Leonard  Guyette,  Jr. 

Bettymae  Barnes  James  Charles  Hall 

Donald  Andrew  Belanger  Ronald  Raymond  Hevey 

Edward  William  **  Susan  Lane  Hopkirk 

Belanger,  Jr.  **Donna  Marie  Bernardone 
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Janice  Ann  Bernier 
Joann  Geneva  Bertrand 

*  Sandra  Lee  Bingham 
Richard  Clarence  Blais 
Eugene  Wilde  Blanchette 

::Joy  Faye  Boerner 
"  Richard  Paul  Boisvert 
*Anna  Bonadies 

Bonita  Borghesi 
*William  Garland  Bowen 

Edmond  Leo  Brousseau 

Joanne  Ruth  Brown 

Alice  Bruce 
"Madeline  Amanda  Buchanan 

Edward  Frederick  Burden 

*  Joanna  Christina  Calcagni 
Raymond  Philip  Carmel 

*  David  Jerome  Charron 
Elaine  Lillian  Chase 
Susie  Alton  Clemence 

:;:Paul  Theodore  Coiteux 
Donald  Romeo  Collette 
Joyce  Elaine  Collette 
Burke  Congdon 
Vivian  Claire  Cournoyer 
Veronica  Wladyslawa  Cuikaj 

:!:John  Robert  Cutler 
Lorraine  Rita  Demick 
Haido  Ida  Divris 

*Darcy  Jean  Domijan 

*Roland  Edward  Dupre,  Jr. 

"Patricia  Rita  Duquette 

*  Raymond  Werner  Engel 
Paul  Ernest  Ethier 
Paulette  Rita  Ethier 

"  Francis  Benedict 
Fennessey  II 
Donald  John  Fitzgerald 

"Paul  Arthur  Fontaine 
Gerald  Anthony  Forand 
Carol  Lillie  Elise  Fortier 

*John  Anthony  Gatti,  Jr. 

*  Theodore  Louis  Gaudette 
Gilbert  Bernard  George 
Richard  Alan  Gervasi 

"Patricia  Ann  Giroux 
Ronald  Girard  Graveline 
Betsy  Ann  Guardiani 
Michele  Ann  Hurley 
Richard  Victor  Jeskey 


James  Leo  Julian 
^Frederick  Mitchell 
Kopacz  II 

*  Michael  Peter  Koprowski 
*Jay  Louis  Labelle  III 

Robert  Edmond  LaFlamme 
•  Jeanne  Cecile  LaFleche 

::*Diane  Louise  LaFrance 
Catherine  Susan  Lapriore 
Leo  Gilbert  LaVallee 

**  Richard  Jerome  Lavallee 

:::* Roger  John  Lavallee 
"Peter  John  Litchfield 
Joseph  Lombardi 

**  Linda  Louise  Lomme 
Bernard  George  Lusignan 
Joseph  Gardner  McKay 

*  Kathleen  Elizabeth 

Manchuk 

:::Joan  Ann  Materas 
Mary  Jean  Mellodie  Mellor 
Susan  Linn  Merry 
Mary  Linda  Michon 
David  Gradon  Morse 
Linda  Elaine  Mosher 

"Nancy  Victoria  Ohop 

"Dennis  John  Olson 
Donald  Edward  Osimo 

"Diane  Mary  Ouellette 
Louise  Clarice  Paulhus 

"Barbara  Ann  Perazzola 
Kenneth  Joseph  Plouffe 
Robert  Paul  Poirier 
Ronald  Francis  Pollone 
Susan  Sarah  Quigley 
Polly  Curtis  Rain 
Costa  Rapo 
Vasil  Rapo 

"Lillian  Ann  Renaud 
Edward  James  Robbins 
**  Kathleen  Claire  Rourke 
JoAnn  Marie  Sabatinelli 
John  Edward  Salce 
"*Diana  Julia  Sawicki 

*Joseph  Henry  John  Seremet 
""Christine  Helen  Shea 
Jan  Michael  Sichol 
Stuart  Allan  Simon 
Normand  Alfred  Simonelli 
George  Arthur  Sladdin 
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Carolyn  Ruth  Smith  George  Osias  Vallee 

Johanna  Soldani  Albert  Daniel  Vecchia,  Jr. 

**  Janice  Yvonne  Splaine  Richard  Raymond  Wonderlie 

Natalie  Marie  Szugda  ** Harriet  Terrianne  Xanthakos 

*  Margaret  Theresa  Tarquinio      Shirley  Ann  Ziu 

Roger  Henry  Tiberii  Violet  Adam  Zoto 

*Ann  Marie  Tremblay 

Specials 

Pauline  Nora  Croce  Roland  Leduc 

*  General  Average  of  80%  or  above  for  four  years. 
**  Members  of  National  Honor  Society 

Scholarships 

At  the  graduation  exercises,  announcement  was  made  of 
the  appointment  to  the  United  States  Air  Force  Academy  at 
Colorado  Springs  for  one  of  the  graduates.  The  recipient  was 
William  Bowen. 

Twenty-five  other  scholarships  were  also  presented.  For 
the  recipients,  these  scholarships  have  a  potential  value  of  over 
twenty-two  thousand  dollars. 

Every  year,  many  of  our  own  civic-minded  organizations 
award  scholarships  to  our  graduates,  and  it  is  with  deep  appre- 
ciation that  we  acknowledge  them  at  this  time: 

AHEPA  (Greek  Society)  $  230 

American  Optical  Company  Foundation    3,000 

Charlton  Street  School  P.T.A   250 

Charles  Cozzens  Memorial    3,000 

Louis  Ciprari  Nursing    100 

Future  Teachers  Group    100 

Harrington  Hospital  Auxiliary  125 

Italian  American  War  Veterans   1 ,000 

Polish  Woman's  Club— two  $250  scholarships  500 

Dr.  James  M.  Robertson    200 

Bernard  Shanbaum  Memorial    500 

Southbridge  Teachers  Association — two  $150 

scholarships    300 

Southbridge  Woman's  Club    300 

Wellsworth  Athletic  Association    250 

Follow-Up 

A  follow-up  survey  of  the  Class  of  1962,  conducted  by  our 
Guidance  Department,  follows: 

At  Degree  Colleges    30       Northeastern    2 

Universities:  Norwich   

Boston                            1  Purdue 

Clark                                 2  Southern  California 

Iowa  State                         1  Air  Force  Academy 

Kansas  State                      1  American  International 

Massachusetts                  5  Bowdoin  College 

Michigan                            1  Bridgewater  State 
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Citadel 

Framingham  State   

Lowell  Tech 
North  Adams  State 

St.  Francis  Xavier   

Western  New  England 
Worcester  State 


At  Junior  Colleges   

Becker 

New  England  School  of 

Accounting 
Worcester  Junior 


At  Nursing  Schools 
Burbank  Hospital 
Brattleboro   


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

8 
3 

1 
4 

10 
1 
1 


Gardner  State 
St.  Elizabeth's 

St.  Francis'   

St.  Vincent 
Sturdy  Memorial 
Westfield  State 
Worcester  City 


At  Other  Schools  15 

Business    7 

Private  and  Postgrad- 
uate 2 
Trade,   Technical,  Vo- 
cational   6 


Employed  in  Industry 
In  United  States  Service 


38 
4 


Enrollment 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  Academic  Division  as  of  Octo- 
ber 1,  1962  was  581.  The  total  enrollment  in  the  Trade  Division 
was  182. 

The  above  figures  represent  a  considerable  increase  in  mem- 
bers as  compared  to  1961.  Our  projected  enrollment  in  the 
Academic  Division  for  September,  1963  also  indicates  an  in- 
crease in  total  enrollment.  The  steady  growth  in  size  in  the 
Academic  Division  is  indicated  as  follows: 


October  1961 


October  1962 


Seniors 

100 

Seniors 

r  3 

99 

Juniors 

111 

Juniors 

140 

Sophomores 

153 

Sophomores 

166 

Freshmen 

180 

Freshmen  . 

175 

Postgraduate 

1 

Postgraduate 

1 

September  1963 
(Projected) 
Seniors  136 
Juniors  154 
Sophomores  162 
Freshmen  164 


545  581  616 

Library 

An  important  step  in  the  general  upgrading  of  educational 
services  to  our  students  was  taken  during  the  summer  of  1962  by 
the  addition  of  a  professionally  trained  school  librarian  to  our 
staff. 

The  task  confronting  our  librarian  upon  her  appointment 
was,  to  say  the  least,  most  challenging.  Complete  organization 
of  library  facilities  was  needed  since  none  existed.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that,  within  a  month,  Southbridge  High  School  stu- 
dents were  able  to  use  all  library  facilities  although  admittedly 
still  greatly  limited  because  of  the  insufficient  number  of  vol- 
umes available  as  of  this  date. 

Since  the  library  in  a  school  serves  as  the  "hub"  of  curricu- 
lar  activities,  it  is  hoped  that  budgetary  appropriations  will  be 
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sufficient  to  meet  the  minimum  standards  (10  books  per  stu- 
dent) of  the  American  Library  Association  within  the  next  two 
or  three  years. 

LIBRARY  STATISTICS 


Reference  Books    151 

(includes  5  sets  of  encyclopedias) 

Professional  Books    9 

Fiction    210 

Non-Fiction    201 

Periodicals   41 

Newspapers    3 


The  average  circulation  is  25  books  a  day,  and  the  average 
attendance  is  125  students  per  day. 

Curriculum 

Southbridge  High  School,  because  of  the  varied  student 
population  it  serves,  may  be  classified  as  a  comprehensive  high 
school.  By  definition,  its  curriculum  must  attempt  to  meet  the 
needs  of  three  types  of  students:  the  college-bound,  the  com- 
mercial or  business  student  (who  may  be  terminal  or  who  may 
enter  a  business  school),  and  the  definitely  terminal  student. 

Before  graduation,  every  student  is  required  to  take  a  pres- 
cribed number  of  courses  in  English,  mathematics,  science,  so- 
cial studies,  and  physical  education  in  order  to  provide  him  with 
a  more  meaningful  foundation  in  these  areas. 

In  our  educational  philosophy,  we  hold  to  the  premise  that 
the  school  has  the  legal  and  moral  obligation  to  provide  every 
student  with  a  program  that  will  help  him  to  develop  to  his  full 
educational  potential.  And  to  achieve  this  goal  of  meeting  in- 
dividual differences  in  need  and  ability,  Southbridge  High 
School  offers; 

Honors  courses  for  advanced  college  preparatory  and  high- 
ability  students. 
Standard  courses  for  students  of  normal  ability. 
Basal  courses  for  students  who  experience  difficulty  in  academic 
achievement. 

Language  Laboratory 

A  major  development  in  the  Language  Department  was 
brought  about  in  1962  by  the  installation  of  a  language  lab- 
atory  consisting  of  eighteen  stations.  Regular  laboratory  periods 
are  now  scheduled  for  every  student  in  French  and  in  Spanish 

classes. 

With  the  proposed  addition  of  eleven  more  stations,  the 
difficulty  we  are  now  experiencing  in  scheduling  will  be  elimin- 
ated, and  we  will  be  providing  our  students  with  excellent  lab- 
oratory facilities. 

Evaluation  and  Accreditation 

On  December  5,  6,  and  7,  a  visiting  committee  of  twenty- 
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one  competent  and  experienced  educators,  assigned  by  the  New 
England  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools,  con- 
ducted a  detailed  evaluation  of  our  plant,  program,  and  person- 
nel. The  purpose  of  this  type  of  evaluation  is  to  determine 
whether  a  particular  school  meets  the  prescribed  academic- 
standards  of  the  Association  for  full  accreditation.  Since  South- 
bridge  High  School  already  holds  institutional  membership  in 
the  Association,  the  main  purpose  of  the  evaluation  was  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  is  qualified  to  retain  its  academic  good  standing 
in  this  professional  affiliation. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  preliminary  report  of  the 
committee  was  most  gratifying.  The  report  states  in  part  that 
"The  members  of  the  visiting  committee  agree  that  Southbridge 
High  School  is  an  excellent  school  and  has  developed  an 
adequate  program  for  meeting  the  collective  and  individual 
needs  of  the  students  it  serves."  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
further  emphasized  his  conviction  that,  on  the  basis  of  his  com- 
mittee's findings,  Southbridge  High  School  would  receive  full 
accreditation.  We  are  now  awaiting  official  notice  from  the  As- 
sociation. 

Projected  Areas  of  Research 

In  addition  to  maintaining  a  continuous  evaluation  of  our 
present  curriculum  offerings  and  activities,  we  are  planning  on 
the  investigation  and  study  of  certain  new  trends  in  secondary 
education  and  how  they  may  apply  to  our  own  situation.  Such 
new  approaches  as  team  teaching — two  or  more  teachers  operat- 
ing as  a  team  in  planning  and  giving  instruction  to  groups  of 
learners;  programmed  instruction — the  use  of  teaching  machines 
to  accelerate  the  rate  of  learning;  the  ungraded  school  concept, 
and  a  few  other  less  dramatic  trends  will  be  areas  of  investiga- 
tion for  us  in  1963. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  our 
entire  staff  for  their  help  and  cooperation,  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  Mr.  Fox,  for  his  understanding  and  guidance,  to  the 
members  of  the  School  Committee  for  their  support,  and  to  the 
many  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  total  success  of  South- 
bridge  High  School  during  1962. 

REPORT  OF  THE 
SOUTHBRIDGE  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Robert  H.  Cole  Division 

Raymond  L.  W.  Benoit,  Director 
This  year  marks  the  first  full  year  where  the  trade  school 
boys  enjoyed  the  privileges  offered  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
traditional  high  school.  The  program  is  working  very  well  with 
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the  exception  of  assemblies.  The  auditorium  is  too  small  to  ac- 
commodate both  schools.  Rally  assemblies  were  held  in  the  gym- 
nasium and  in  some  cases  the  late  comers  had  to  stand.  The 
varsity  sports  program  has  not  attracted  as  many  trade  school 
boys  as  anticipated. 

The  enrollment  for  the  trade  division  was  high,  resulting  in 
a  waiting  list  of  twenty-five  boys — a  waiting  list  for  all  trades. 
This  list  was  made  up  of  both  local  and  out-of-town  boys. 
Thirty-three  per  cent  of  the  entering  class  had  an  I.Q.  of  less 
than  ninety.  The  unfortunate  thing  is  that  among  the  boys  on 
the  waiting  list,  there  were  boys  with  I.Q.'s  above  one  hundred. 

I  believe  a  course  in  occupations  should  be  offered  to  the 
students  in  the  eighth  grade. 

The  following  are  members  of  the  Southbridge  High  School 
graduating  class  in  the  trade  division  for  1962: 

Cabinetmakers 

Belanger,  Donald  Andrew  Hall,  James  Charles 

Vallee,  George  Osias 

Draftsmen 

Blais,  Richard  Clarence  *Engel,  Raymond  Werner 

Brousseau,  Edmond  Leo  *  Fontaine,  Paul  Arthur 

Electricians 

"Coiteux,  Paul  Theodore  Dupre,  Roland  Edward,  Jr. 

Machinists 

Collette,  Donald  Romeo  *  La  vallee,  Richard  Jerome 

Gervasi,  Richard  Alan  Lusignan,  Bernard  George 

Hevey,  Ronald  Raymond  Wonderlie,  Richard  Raymond 

Metalsmiths 

Bachand,  Ronald  Alexander  Blanchette,  Eugene  Wilde 

Burden,  Edward  Frederick 

*  Members  of  National  Honor  Society. 

In  conclusion,  I  thank  the  Townspeople,  the  School  Com- 
mittee, the  Advisory  Board,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the 
faculty,  the  office  staffs,  and  our  custodian  for  their  valuable  aid 
in  helping  to  make  the  Vocational  Education  Program  a  success 
in  the  Town  of  Southbridge. 

MARY  E.  WELLS 
JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  REPORT 

Raoul  0.  Lataille,  Principal 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  on  the  educational  scene 
today  is  the  awakening  interest  of  American  parents  in  the 
school  their  children  attend. 

The  Mary  E.  Wells  Junior  High  School  is  experiencing  its 
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first  complete  school  year  as  a  junior  high  school  and  is  adjust- 
ing to  the  changes  that  took  place  in  the  concentration  of 
Grades  6,  7,  and  8  as  the  Junior  high  school.  Some  of  these 
changes  are: 

Grouping  of  Pupils 

Grouping  is  the  assignment  of  pupils  in  a  particular  pattern 
for  instructional  purposes.  Since  September  1962,  most  pupils 
housed  in  the  junior  high  school  building  have  been  divided  into 
five  ability  groups  based  on  the  following  factors: 

1.  Mental  ability 

2.  Results  of  past  standard  achievement  tests 

3.  Past  classroom  performance  of  daily  work 

4.  Anecdotal  records  when  they  are  available 

5.  Teacher  reports  and  recommendations  to  the  principal 
As  a  result  of  this  careful  evaluation,  each  regular  class- 
room pupil  is  placed  in  a  particular  group  for  each  one  of  his 
subjects  according  to  the  five  criteria  mentioned  above.  This 
means  that  a  pupil  may  be  assigned  to  the  top  group  in  mathe- 
matics, to  a  three  group  in  science,  to  a  two  group  in  social 
studies,  and  to  a  four  group  in  English. 

This  type  of  scheduling  allows  a  student  to  maintain  his 
identification  with  a  particular  homeroom  section  for  part  of  the 
school  day;  yet  provides  for  his  individual  intellectual,  acad- 
emic and  social  needs  at  the  same  time.  All  assignments  for 
grouping  purposes  are  designed  for  the  better  instruction  of 
children. 

This  affords  each  child  the  challenge  of  maintaining  high 
achievement  if  he  is  to  remain  in  a  higher  group,  while  there  is 
an  incentive  for  those  in  the  lower  groups  to  work  toward  an  ad- 
vancement into  a  high  group.  Reclassification  of  a  child  may 
be  made  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  as  mentioned  in  the  previous 
paragraph. 

Discipline 

Discipline  or  conduct  is  one  matter  on  which  the  school  can 
feel  generally  that  the  parents  of  every  child  want  information. 
Many  parents  are  apprehensive  as  their  youngsters  approach  the 
teens.  They  want  them  to  come  through  those  years  strong  and 
fine.  When  they  hear  of  those  who  do  not,  it  concerns  them. 
They  want  to  make  sure  it  does  not  happen  to  their  child.  They 
look  to  the  school  for  help.  This  makes  the  whole  matter  of 
discipline  of  great  importance  and  interest  to  them. 

A  demerit  system  of  discipline  has  been  established  this 
school  year  at  the  junior  high  school  which  informs  the  parents 
of  the  offense,  the  number  of  demerits  given  for  each  offense, 
and  the  total  number  of  demerits  accumulated  to  date.  This 
form  also  requires  the  signature  of  the  parent  and  the  return  of 
the  signed  notice  to  the  school.  An  explanation  of  demerit  pro- 
bation and  how  pupils  may  remove  demerits  is  also  given  on  the 
report  to  the  parents. 
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Physical  Education 

We  were  happy  to  be  able  to  initiate  a  physical  education 
program  as  part  of  this  year's  curriculum  at  the  junior  high 
school.  We  were  even  able  to  extend  the  program  to  include  the 
pupils  of  the  retarded  classes. 

The  program  is  achieving  its  purpose  of  developing 
strength,  vigor,  and  coordination  in  each  individual  according  to 
his  capacity. 

Physical  fitness  tests  were  given  to  each  pupil  by  the  physi- 
cal education  instructor  at  the  beginning  of  this  school  year  and 
will  be  followed  by  another  similar  series  of  tests  at  the  end  of 
this  school  year  to  determine  the  amount  of  improvement  in 
each  child. 

The  after-school  athletic  program  has  been  continued  this 
year  to  give  junior  high  students  an  opportunity  to  participate 
in  competitive  sports  with  proper  supervision. 

Our  appreciation  and  thanks  are  cordially  extended  to  the 
members  of  the  School  Committee  who,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  have  voted  to  increase 
the  junior  high  physical  education  facilities  for  the  next  school 
year. 

Manual  Arts 

The  facilities  of  the  woodworking  shop  in  the  junior  high 
school  have  been  extended  to  include  the  remedial  groups  of  our 
regular  classes. 

This  has  been  done  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  more  com- 
pletely the  boys  who  are  not  academically  gifted  to  some  more 
concrete  experiences. 

Instrumental  Music 

For  the  first  time,  a  junior  high  school  band  was  formed 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Paul  Sweet.  This  newly  organized 
band  made  its  first  public  appearance  and  performed  commen- 
dably  in  the  school's  Christmas  Program. 

Advanced  groups  and  beginners  groups  practice  two  to 
three  times  a  week  as  part  of  their  curriculum. 

SRA  Tests 

For  the  first  time,  last  September,  a  specific  attack  on  the 
problem  of  general  weaknesses  on  basic  and  major  subjects  was 
made  through  the  administration  and  evaluation  of  a  series  of 
tests  published  by  Science  Research  Associates,  Incorporated. 
Although  the  results  of  these  tests  showed  no  drastic  weaknesses, 
they  had  value  in  the  diagnosis  of  faults  and  in  pointing  out 
areas  where  improvement  of  certain  skills  could  be  made.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  remedy  this  situation. 

All  junior  high  school  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  splendid  cooperation  and  their  truly  efficient  work.  With- 
out them  a  principal's  task  is  obviously  impossible.  But  with 
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conscientious  teachers  at  this  level,  we  will  make  great  strides 
forward  in  the  future. 

I  also  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  my  sincere 
appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  to  Mr.  Fox  for  their  support;  to  all  the  supervisors,  the 
nurses,  and  to  the  junior  high  school  secretary  for  their  numer- 
ous services;  to  all  parents  for  their  understanding  of  our  work; 
and  to  the  custodians  for  their  work  in  the  upkeep  of  the  build- 
ing. 


CURRICULUM  COORDINATION  REPORT 

Raoul  O.  Lataille — Coordinator  for  Grades  1-8 
Many  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  elementary  schools 
during  the  past  year.  Foremost  of  these  changes  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Curriculum  Coordinator  for  Grades  1  through  8. 
His  major  functions  are  those  of  a  consultant  and  a  resource 
person. 

An  effective  educational  program  is  contingent  upon  con- 
tinuity and  coordination  of  instruction  and  curriculum,  The 
program  must  include  development,  improvement,  and  coordina- 
tion of  the  curricula  in  all  the  elementary  schools  and  in  the 
junior  high  school. 

The  coordinator,  in  carrying  out  policies  and  practices  of 
the  schools,  works  directly  with  building  principals  whose 
responsibility  it  is  to  articulate  policies  and  practices  to  the 
teachers  in  various  areas  of  the  curriculum. 

DEVELOPMENT 

The  development  of  a  sound  curriculum  is  based  on  two 
principal  objectives: 

1.  To  find  out  how  our  present  curriculum  is  coping  with 
individual  differences 

2.  To  learn  the  scope  and  sequence  of  subject  matter  from 
grade  to  grade 

We  are  attempting  to  develop  a  curriculum  that  is  organ- 
ized to  provide  continuity  in  the  development  of  necessary 
knowledge,  skills,  concepts,  and  generalizations.  Otherwise,  the 
schools  risk  the  possibility  of  gaps  and  overlaps  developing  in  its 
program. 

A  study  is  presently  being  made  for  any  weaknesses  in  the 
continuity  of  the  curriculum  in  each  subject  in  Grades  1  through 
8. 

IMPROVEMENT 

There  are  certain  improvements  that  have  been  made  and 
others  which  are  being  formulated: 

Remedial  Program 

A  program  which  takes  care  of  individual  differences  has 


23 


been  developed  to  encompass  many  areas.  At  the  elementary 
level,  each  principal  is  carrying  out  a  program  in  which  the  slow 
pupils  in  each  grade  are  segregated  from  their  regular  class  at 
definite  intervals  and  are  helped  in  overcoming  some  of  their 
weaknesses  in  reading  and  arithmetic. 

Non-English  speaking  pupils  who  only  recently  have  come 
to  the  United  States  are  provided  with  a  special  teacher  to  help 
them  learn  to  read  and  to  understand  what  they  read;  learn  to 
express  themselves  properly  in  English;  and  learn  the  art  of 
writing. 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  services  of  this  remedial  reading 
teacher  can  be  increased  to  include  the  many  pupils  in  junior 
high  school  who  have  these  difficulties. 

Language  Arts  Program 

Many  changes  are  taking  place  in  or  are  contemplated  for 
the  elementary  and  junior  high  levels  in  an  effort  to  correlate  all 
the  language  arts,  i.e.  spelling,  oral,  and  written  expression. 

Spelling  has  been  our  first  attack  of  the  language  program. 
This  was  done  by  compiling  a  complete  list  of  spelling  rules  and 
meanings  of  prefixes,  suffixes,  antonyms,  etc.  These  leaflets 
were  distributed  to  all  pupils  from  Grades  3  through  8,  for  class- 
room explanation  and  reference.  Lists  of  graded  spelling  words, 
most  frequently  misspelled  words,  and  graded  contextual  words 
are  being  prepared  for  all  levels. 

COORDINATION 

Reading 

Reading  is  communication.  It  is  finding  out  what  the 
author  said.  It  is  more  than  word  calling.  It  is  getting  the 
thought  for  which  the  written  or  printed  word  stands.  It  takes 
more  than  skill  in  the  mechanics  of  reading  to  be  a  good  reader; 
it  takes  understanding  of  what  is  read.  Therefore,  stress  in  com- 
prehension at  all  levels  will  be  increased,  while  the  skills  in  the 
mechanics  of  reading  are  maintained. 

Phonics 

Skill  in  phonics  is  something  for  a  child  to  learn,  master, 
and  use  all  through  his  school  years.  The  first  simple  sounding 
of  letters  as  an  aid  to  word  recognition  leads  to  the  making  of 
new  words  by  changing  beginnings  and  endings,  to  the  analysis 
of  word  structure  and  the  change  of  a  word  to  a  different  part 
of  speech  by  prefix  ad  suffix  change,  to  the  interpretation  of 
diacritical  marks,  to  the  understanding  of  syllabication,  and  to 
the  use  of  the  dictionary. 

Arithmeiic 

Understanding  must  be  considered  of  basic  importance  in  a 
child's  learning  of  arithmetic — understanding  first.  Arithmetic 
must  also  be  meaningful  to  the  child.  This  must  be  done  in  the 
classroom  by  relating  the  principles  and  processes  of  arithmetic 
to  the  child's  environment  and  experiences. 


24 


Skill  in  manipulating  or  reciting  numbers  by  rote  is  of  little 
value,  if  any,  without  the  understanding  that  makes  it  possible 
to  use  the  skill  in  meeting  everyday  problems. 

Science 

Children  today  live  in  a  world  where  science  and  technology 
have  changed  the  whole  way  of  living  from  that  of  even  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  and  where  changes  of  still  greater  import  are 
clearly  indicated. 

The  children  need  our  help,  as  parents  and  teachers,  to 
learn  the  effective  way  to  discover  answers  to  their  questions,  to 
grow  in  ability  to  solve  problems  in  a  truly  scientific  way,  to  be- 
come better  thinkers,  and  to  grow  in  appreciation  of  and  interest 
in  the  scientific  aspects  of  their  environment.  Our  elementary 
and  junior  high  curriculum  is  incomplete  unless  it  takes  these 
science  interests  and  needs  of  children  into  account. 

Social  Studies 

The  elementary  and  junior  high  approach  to  social  studies 
must  ultimately  be  that  of  character  building  and  understand- 
ing. We  must  constantly  continue  to  strive  for  obedience, 
courtesy,  manners,  respect  for  other  people's  property,  health, 
honesty,  thoughtfulness,  cleanliness,  fair  play,  and  respect  for 
authority. 

We  must  always  take  into  consideration  the  level  with 
which  we  are  dealing.  At  the  elementary  level,  we  are  dealing 
with  the  age  when  children  are  most  impressionable,  sentimen- 
tal, and  depend  so  much  on  the  love,  care,  and  attention  given 
by  the  parents  and  the  teachers. 

It  is  tremendously  important,  therefore,  at  this  level  to 
work  incessantly  to  adjust  the  child  as  completely  as  possible 
for  more  reliable  independence  and  personal  stability  in  the 
junior  high  grades. 

At  the  junior  high  level,  we  are  dealing  with  a  much  more 
inquisitive,  and  active  child  who  wants  to  know  the  who,  what, 
where,  when,  and  why  of  everything  he  encounters.  That  is  why 
we  call  this  level  the  exploratory  stage. 

May  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  elementary  and 
junior  high  teachers  for  their  patience  and  understanding  in  the 
coordination  of  the  elementary  curriculum  with  the  junior  high. 
May  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  four  elementary  princi- 
pals for  their  understanding  cooperation. 

REPORT  OF  ADULT  EDUCATION 

Raymond  L.  W.  Benoit,  Director 
There  were  three  hundred  and  twenty  adults  who  have  par- 
ticipated and  are  still  participating  in  the  Adult  Education  Pro- 
gram conducted  at  night.  These  students  are  enrolled  in  fifteen 
different  classes.   Twenty-three  are  in  the  Blueprint  Reading 
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and  Drafting  Class,  most  of  whom  are  employees  of  Hyde  Mfg. 
Company.  Twenty  young  Puerto  Ricans  started  a  course  in 
English  speaking  and  simple  arithmetic.  Fifty-nine  men  and 
women  are  busy  refinishing  valuable  pieces  of  furniture.  Another 
course  which  proved  to  be  popular  was  Investment  and  Securi- 
ties. There  were  fifty-six  people  interested  in  this  course.  The 
most  popular  course  was  the  sewing  and  dressmaking.  There 
were  eighty-five  women  in  four  different  programs.  Twenty-four 
men  and  women  took  advantage  of  the  new  beginner's  Spanish, 
and  by  Christmas  the  students  were  exchanging  courtesies  in  the 
Spanish  language.  Typing  continues  to  be  popular.  This  course 
was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  University  Extension 
program.  This  course  was  the  only  one  where  there  was  a  tuition 
charge.  The  welding  course  under  the  Trade  Extension  program 
started  with  sixteen  men.  Our  woodworking  hobby  class  drew 
sixteen  men. 

We  had  enough  students  for  our  Party  Food  preparation, 
which  is  a  five-week  course,  but  we  were  unable  to  procure  a 
qualified  teacher.  We  hope  to  solve  this  problem  next  year.  We 
would  also  like  to  introduce  a  course  in  oil  painting  for  begin- 
ners, rug  weaving,  and  rug  braiding. 

In  summary,  I  feel  that  we  have  three  hundred  and  twenty 
happy  and  satisfied  adults  who  feel  kindlier  to  all  of  the  town's 
educational  problems.  This  makes  for  good  public  relations. 

REPORT  OF  THE 
ADVANCED  ELEMENTARY  PROGRAM 

Edith  A.  Manzi  Supervisor 

The  initial  accelerated  class,  having  satisfactorily  completed 
its  studies  through  grade  eight,  is  presently  enjoying  a  challeng- 
ing year  as  freshmen  at  the  Southbridge  High  School. 

The  Advanced  Elementary  Program  continues  for  the  fifth 
year.  Through  the  use  of  flexibility  in  our  programming,  we 
have  been  constantly  revising  our  courses  and  techniques,  there- 
by offering  maximal  opportunity  to  each  student.  We  continue 
to  accelerate  our  science,  English,  mathematics,  and  French 
courses,  while  adding  depth  and  enrichment  to  our  social  studies 
and  literature. 

As  a  broadening  aspect  of  the  program,  our  students  engage 
in  educational  activities  outside  of  the  Southbridge  School  Sys- 
tem. One  of  our  eighth  graders  attended  a  French  summer 
course  on  scholarship  at  Assumption  college.  Another  student 
was  the  Worcester  County  finalist  in  the  Lowell  Tech-WBZ-TV 
Science  Count-Down  at  1962.  Five  students  participated  in  the 
Mathematics  State  Fair  at  Salem  State  College.  In  the  fall  of 
1962,  two  eighth  grade  students  scored  in  the  top  five  percent  of 
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900  participants  in  the  Assumption  Preparatory  School  entrance 
and  scholarship  examination. 

Our  students  are  enthusiastic  participants  in  all-school  ac- 
tivities such  as  intra-mural  sports,  musical  programs,  school 
band,  and  art  projects — all  of  which  contribute  toward  develop- 
ing well-rounded  individuals. 

REPORT  OF  GUIDANCE  AND 
PLACEMENT  DEPARTMENT 

Dr.  Lewis  A.  Kyrios,  Director 

Guidance  services  directed  and  coordinated  by  staff  mem- 
bers with  specialized  preparation  are  an  integral  part  of  our  edu- 
cational program  and  are  especially  designed  to  assist  in  focus- 
ing the  entire  educational  process  on  the  individual.  These 
services  are  organized  to  give  continuous  assistance  to  each  stu- 
dent in  knowing  himself  as  an  individual  and  as  a  member  of  so- 
ciety; in  making  the  most  of  his  strengths  and  in  correcting  or 
compensating  limitations;  in  relating  this  information  realis- 
tically to  his  needs  and  potentialities;  in  helping  him  with  the 
social,  moral,  spiritual  problems  common  to  youth;  and  in  dis- 
covering and  developing  creative  interests  and  appreciations. 

All  members  of  the  guidance  and  teaching  staffs  understand 
their  mutual  responsibilities  in  helping  each  student  to  plan  and 
carry  out  the  course  of  action  adapted  to  his  personal  needs. 

Guidance  services  provide  an  inventory  of  the  individual, 
appropriate  socioeconomic  information,  counseling,  educational 
and  job  placement,  and  follow-up  and  evaluation. 

Inventory  Service: 

Comprehensive  information  about  students  systematically 
and  organized  for  use  is  essential  for  an  effective  guidance  pro- 
gram. Our  individual  inventory  service  is  one  of  gathering,  re- 
cording, and  making  available,  information  about  a  pupil  which 
will  be  useful  to  those  teaching  or  counseling.  This  service  is 
performed  by  and  for  the  entire  teaching  staff.  Our  testing  pro- 
gram is  an  important  part  of  the  inventory  service.  In  this  area 
tests  are  administered  to  pupils  on  different  levels  and  in  various 
areas  of  skill.  Achievement  tests,  interest  tests,  and  cooperative 
tests  are  utilized  in  our  educational  testing  program.  This  year, 
the  S.  R.  A.  Achievement  series,  for  grades  six  and  eight,  has 
been  added  to  our  testing  program. 

Information  Program: 

One  of  the  important  functions  of  guidance  is  to  help  bring 
about  better  distribution  of  young  people  to  the  offerings  of  our 
schools,  to  the  opportunities  for  higher  education,  and  to  voca- 
tions. To  perform  this  function,  special  emphasis  has  been 
placed  on  our  guidance  library.  Our  guidance  library  contains 
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college  and  school  catalogues,  educational  reference  books,  and 
an  up-to-date  occupational  file.  Conferences,  interviews  and 
visitations  to  colleges,  hospitals,  and  industries  are  also  utilized. 

Counseling: 

This  phase  of  guidance  provides  individual  counseling  to 
assist  students  to  discover  and  pursue  those  courses  of  study 
which  offer  them  the  greatest  opportunity.  It  is  a  policy  of  the 
Guidance  Department  that  each  individual  high  school  student 
be  interviewed  at  least  once  a  year. 

Job  Placemen!: 

This  service  is  utilized  to  assist  students  who  wish  to  be 
placed  in  various  positions  in  the  labor  field.  Part-time  work 
has  been  secured  for  many  students.  Students  are  notified  when 
part-time  positions  are  available. 

Follow-Up: 

Our  follow-up  service  consists  of  a  survey  of  what  happened 
to  our  last  graduating  class,  and  a  five-year  follow-up  study. 
A  study  of  the  1962  graduates  revealed  the  following: 

1962  GRADUATES 


Total  Number  of  Students  123 

Academic  Division  105 

Trade  Division    18 

Total  Scholarship    $22,435 


POST-SECONDARY  EDUCATION 

Academic  Division  63  out  of  105  (approximately  60%) 

Total    63  out  of  123  (approximately  51%) 

COMPOSITE  PROFILE  OF  1962  GRADUATES 
Academic 

Boys    Girls  Tot. 


Colleges  &  Universities  (4-yr.  Degree  Grant- 
ing)   20       10  30 

Junior  Colleges    4         4  8 

Nursing  Schools  (R.  N.  &  L.P.N.)    10  10 

Business  Schools   1         6  7 

Private  Preparatory  &  Postgraduate  Second- 
ary Schools  1         1  2 

Trade,  Technical  &  Vocational  Schools  (Non- 
Degree  Granting)    3         3  6 

Other  Schools    0         0  0 

Total  Continuing  in  Post-Secondary  Edu- 
cation   29       34  63 

Employment    38 

Service    4 


Total 

28 


105 


Trade 

Skilled  Employment    16 

Service    2 

Grand  Total  123 
In  conducting  a  follow-up  study  of  our  1958  graduates,  the 
following  information  is  submitted: 

CLASS  OF  1953  (74)  GRADUATES 

Graduates  Entering: 

Number  Percent 


Degree  Granting  Colleges    27  37+ 

Junior  Colleges,  Colleges,  Nursing  Schools, 

and  all  other  Schools  17  23+ 

Armed  Forces    7  9+ 

Labor  Market    23  38+ 

Total    74 


Summary 

27    Entered  4-year  Degree  Granting  Colleges 
13  Graduated 
5    Presently  at  College — 2  seniors,  3  juniors 
9    Students  did  not  complete  their  college  education 
9    Entered  Nursing  Schools 
5  Graduated 

4    Left — 3  married,  1  working 
5    Entered  Business  Schools 

3  Graduated 

1    Left — married 
3    Entered  Technical  Schools 

3  Graduated 
7    Entered  Service 
23    Entered  Labor  Market 


REPORT  OF 
SCHOOL  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Pauline  Boucher,  School  Nurse 
Although  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  parents  to  keep  a 
child  physically  and  emotionally  well,  the  school  health  pro- 
gram is  planned  to  fortify  the  efforts  of  the  parents.  The  pro- 
gram offers  health  services,  health  instruction,  and  healthful 
living. 

Vision  and  Hearing 

Each  pupil  is  tested  annually  by  the  school  nurse.  When 
failures  are  noted,  written  notices  are  mailed  to  parents,  and  the 
pupil  is  referred  to  an  eye  or  ear  specialist.  Parents  may  consult 
with  their  family  doctor  for  further  assistance. 
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Physical  Examinations 

Periodic  examinations  are  done  in  Grades  one,  before  en- 
trance to  school;  then,  in  Grades  four,  seven,  and  eleven.  Let- 
ters are  mailed  to  parents  when  student  is  due  for  a  physical 
examination,  and  they  are  given  the  choice  of  having  this  done 
by  their  family  physician  or  school  physician.  Parents  of  pupils 
in  the  fourth  grade  are  invited  to  attend  while  the  examination 
is  done  at  the  school. 

Pupils  who  desire  to  participate  in  sports  must  first  be 
examined  by  the  school  physician.  The  school  nurses  assist  the 
doctor  during  these  examinations. 
Clinics 

Dental  clinics  are  held  annually,  sponsored  by  the  Board 
of  Health.  Pupils  in  Grades  two,  three,  four,  and  five  are  ex- 
amined by  the  dentist,  and  permits  to  attend  the  clinic  are  sent 
home  if  a  child  needs  dental  care.  These  permits  must  be  signed 
by  a  parent  or  guardian  before  a  child  is  allowed  to  attend  the 
clinic. 

Diphtheria  and  tetanus  immunization  clinics  are  held  an- 
nually for  those  not  previously  immunized  and  also  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  booster  doses  at  recommended  intervals.  Paren- 
tal signature  is  needed. 

Sabin  vaccine  clinic  is  held  for  immunization  against  polio. 
Parental  signature  is  needed. 

Preschool  clinic  is  held  annually  in  the  spring  to  register 
children  who  will  be  entering  school  in  the  fall.  This  clinic  is  for 
all  children  whether  they  will  be  attending  public  or  parochial 
school.  A  child  must  be  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  December 
31.  A  birth  certificate  must  be  presented,  and  the  child  must  be 
vaccinated  before  he  or  she  is  allowed  to  enter  school.  Letters 
with  appointments  and  information  regarding  the  clinic  are 
mailed  to  the  parents  from  the  nurses'  office.  This  information 
is  also  published  in  the  newspapers. 

Sickness  at  School 

In  case  of  illness  or  injury  at  school  only  first  aid  can  be 
administered.  Parents  are  contacted  and  requested  to  provide 
transportation.  The  student  is  also  referred  to  the  family  physi- 
cian for  further  treatment  if  necessary. 

CONCLUSION 

Appreciation  is  hereby  expressed  to  all  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  success  and  welfare  of  the  Southbridge  Public 
Schools  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ROBERT  L.  FOX, 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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